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its eastern end the Great Balkhan Mountains rise to over
6000 feet. They continue south-eastward, towards the Kopet
Dag, in the Little Balkhan.
Folded Mountains of the Alpine System
CENTRAL ASIA
In the Central Asiatic part of the Soviet Union the moun-
tains of the Alpine system extend from the Caspian Sea to
the Sinkiang frontier and are represented by the Little
Balkhan, the barren and rocky Kopet Dag, the Paropamiz,
the southern ranges of the Tian Shan, and the lofty Pamir.
The Little Balkhan Range lies south of the Krasnovodsk
Plateau and rises to more than 3000 feet. To the south-east
are the Kopet Dag Mountains, the greater part of which lie
across the Turkmen frontier, in Iran. Within the Turkmen
Republic they reach a height of nearly 9000 feet. They are
constructed of Cretaceous and Tertiary strata, folded and
dislocated in Pliocene times. "/
Farther to the east the Paropamiz also lie close to the
Turkmen frontier. They represent outliers of higher ranges
to the south and do not rise above 4000 feet.
To the north of the upper course of the Amu Darya on
either side of its tributary, the Vakhsh, lie the southern chains
of the Tian Shan, with the Gissarski, Peter the Great, and
Darvazski Ranges rising to more than 18,000 feet. The
highest point, Mount Stalin, has an elevation of 24,590 feet
above sea-level. In this region, to the east of the Academya
Range, lies the Muk-Su basin, containing the largest glacier
in the world (with the exception of Arctic glaciers). This is
the Fedchenko Glacier, nearly 50 miles in length. All the
chief rivers of Soviet Central Asia originate in valley glaciers,
and their life-giving waters irrigate the arid plains. The
Tian Shan Ranges also enclose a number of lakes, such as
Lake Karakul, more than two miles above sea-level (the
second highest lake in the worfd), and Lake Issyk-Kul, in
the Kirghiz Republic, nearly half a mile deep and 250 square
miles in area.